


Preface

Everyday Spoken Burmese is for those seriously learning to understand
and speak Burmese in a short time. It covers the most fundamental

building blocks of the colloquial Myanmar Language.

Burmese language has parts of speech known as particles and post-
positional markers which play critical roles in sentence structures.
Heavy emphasis is placed on those words. Color-coding is used to
make grammar study easier. Explanation is concise. Words are
carefully selected for completeness. One cannot fully understand

Burmese until those words are understood.

Audio files are freely available on the website.

https://asiapearltravels.com/language/everyday-spoken-burmese.php
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Grammar Color Coding

The following OpenOffice® 4 colors are used for Burmese Script and
Romanization. Colors in English column simply show the

corresponding relations to the Burmese.

noun red 8 rgb(153,102,102)
verb chart 2 rgb(255,66,14)
particle purple 4 rgb(102,0,204)
postpositional marker  pink rgb(255,0,204)
pronoun sky blue 2 rgb(51,153,255)
adjective green 3 rgb(0,204,0)
adverb turquoise 7 rgb(0,102,51)
conjunction sea blue rgb(0,102,204)
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Grammar Color Coding
Tone Reference Table

Revision History
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. C
Confirmation word - 0205 | deare2

This ending postpositional marker indicates that something is
positive and agreeable, or simply states that something “is” what it is
in the present state described by the adjective. It describes what you

experience with the five senses and what you feel and think.

roSomreS hote deare2 Yes. (correct)
oGS pu2 deare2 It's hot.
00708 hlal deare2 You're pretty.

1a3

Question word - Q003

This ending particle word is a simple question mark.

pu2 la3 Is it hot?

pu2 deare2 Yes.
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. C
Intention - ©05 | meare2

The activity indicated by the verb is going to happen in the near

future. There is intention to do something.

38:):@05 thwa3 meare2 I'm about to go. Good bye!

ul)Le(f) yu2 meare2 I will take it. I intend to take it.

Question - ©c02s | mal-la3

Asking for intention described by the verb. The word ©| mal before

1a3 is a short spoken sound of ©0S |

the question mark coos

meare2. Dash “-”indicates the sliding sound.

Goltlabst yu2 mal-la3 Do you want it? Do you intend to
take it?

500S yu2 meare2 Yes.

IL
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. O C C .
Expectation - 009000 | lainl meare2

The event indicated by the verb is going to happen in the near
future, but one has no control over it. There is expectation or

o o . . . . <
anticipation, not intention like €05 | meare2.

@p20p0 Coadee0d  earel-dtheare2 la2  Visitors will be here

lain]l meare2 anytime soon.

la2 = to come

. ] . .
c%sgp 3 é 00 mo3 ywa2 lainl It's going to rain.

meare2

About to happen - 6020005 | daul

meare2

c0onD | daul is a verb-suffix particle to indicate that the action is

imminent or about to happen in the near future.
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sa3 daul meare2 I am about to eat.

odeonpe0d 0 ol BSnLlioing S Al aRRlll

e ~eplelYawset: sa3 daul mal-la3 Are you going to eat
nowr

526006 0S sa3 daul meare2 Yes.

23926002605 thwa3 daul meare2 I am about to go.

239160796000 thwa3 daul mal-la3  Are you about to go?

23926002605 thwa3 daul meare2  Yes.

Do this now - 6029 | daul

. c . . .
602D | daul without ©05 | meare?2 is a persuasion or an advice to do

something immediately.

thwa3 daul (Go now. It's time.

ate daul Sleep now. It's time.

c02D | daul can also be used as an emphasis between two repeating

verbs or adjectives. But, there is unmentioned negative side to it.
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co5600D cond0lonwd  tau2 daul tau2 ba2  (She) is bright

deare2 alright.
Q koun3 daul koun3 Its' good, but...
Soppler~Yopn)
o o ba2 deare2 (expensive, etc..)
c9E0lon0S

mal xxxx bu3

Negative pair - © -- 022

This is how you say “no” in Burmese.

6cSon: mal-lo2 bu3 No need. I don't need it.
o050 mal-kjite bu3 I don't like it.

@[ Soons kjite la3 Do you like it?
e@lng?g mal-kjite bu3 No.

@[ Son0S kjite deare2 I love it!

605608 weare2 meare2 I will buy it.
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pu2 la3 Is it hot?

Slabiet:
. mal-pu2 bu3 No.
0on0S pu2 deare2 Yes.

No longer - ©--600992¢ | mal xox daul

bu3

Immediate plan has changed if immediate action before G029 | daul

mal xcocx bu3.

is combined with negative pair © -- opk

©02:6008 mal-sa3 daul bu3 I am not eating anymore.

©030:600P0: mal-thwa3 daul bu3 I am not going anymore.
] .

6c360790: mal-lo2 daul bu3 I don't need it anymore.

ome3 mal-

Do you still want to - ézecooz
1a3

The person asking the question expects somewhat a negative answer.
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o)ozézemoz sa3 ome3 mal-la3 Do you still want to eat it?

609:607900: mal-sa3 daul bu3 No. (no longer)

02538608 sa3 ome3 meare2 Yes. (still)

Making a suggestion with polite - 0l | ba2

This polite word softens the tone.

o sa3 Eat!
0920 sa3 ba2 Please eat!
0259138 sa3 ba2 ome3 Won't you please eat?

mzcﬂéz m2o0  sa3 ba2 ome3 a-bal  Won't you please eat,

Grandpa?

Don't-© --§ | mal-xox nearel

Someone is telling you not to do something. Polite Ol | ba2 softens

the tone from ordering tone to a suggestion to prevent something
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unpleasant.

B % mal-sa3 nearel Don't eat that.

6002013 mal-sa3 ba2 nearel Please don't eat that.

emzcﬂ% §zecoz mal-sa3 ba2 nearel u3-  Please don't eat that,
lay3 uncle.

With - s | nearel

If the phrase does not start with negative © | mal and the word $ |
nearel appears somewhere in the middle, it means “with”. The first

type of “with” is a postpositional marker showing the utility “using

with” when doing something.

orﬁ 252608 tu2 nearel sa3 meare2 I'll eat with
chopsticks.
003§ 0902005 ka3 nearel thwa3 We'll go with a car.
meare2

The second type is conjunction “with”in the sense of this “and” that

to show accompaniment or compatibility. The word o7 | tu2 can
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also mean nephew.

. $ oo thu2 nearel #hul tu2  He and Ais _r_}_gp_}}_jc_yy_.

:ﬂ@é% C\%(TSO’)OS da2 nin2 nearel lite ~ This goes well with you.
deare2 You look good with this.

This looks good on you.

nun? za3

C
Pronouns - $06002:

Family terms such as elder brother and sister, younger brother and
sister are commonly used in place of “you” to call someone or to
make suggestions. Pronoun “you” may be omitted in questions such

as “Do you like it?” or when telling someone not to do something.

=8 OP? a-ko2 brother (to male about the same age.)
a-mal sister (to female about the same age.)
39(;37@: a-dau2-ji3  aunty (to elder lady.)

u3-lay3 uncle (to elder gentleman.)

thu2 he/she
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kjial-nau2 I (male, polite, recommended.)

RI§6075

i kjal-mal I (female, polite, recommended.)

oSup: khal-mya3  You (more business-like.)

ﬂé shin2 You (female to another person.)

o8 min3 You (informal to friend/ younger
person.)

3 nga2 I (informal to friend/ younger person.)

This - 3l | da2

3 da2 this

g de2 xxxx this (name of item)
3 ho2 xxxx that (name of item)
8020 de2 ha2 this thing

ho2 ha2 that thing

Page 18 | Menu




Here - 8%9’.) | de2 hma?2

9 ¢ de2 hma2 Here!

Seo ho2 hma2 There!
308005 de2 go2 la2 Come here.
BoSogo ho2 go2 thwa3 Go there.

Already - @ | byi2

Something has happened, something is ready, done, or some

condition, state, or stage has been reached.

ee:)§ mau3 byi2 I am tired.
eeo§ o mau3 byi2 1a3 Are you tired already?
G@3§ mau3 byi2 Yes.
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hsa2 byi2

htal-min3 hsa2 byi2

hsa2 byi2 1a3

hsa2 byi2

yal byi2
htal-min3 yal byi2

htal-min3 yal byi2
1a3

yal byi2

yout byi2

I am hungry.

I am hungry (for a

meal of rice.)
Are you hungry?
Yes.

It's ready.
Dinner (rice) is ready.

Is dinner (rice) ready?

Yes.

We are there. We

have reached there.

yan2-gome?2 yout byi2 We have reached
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sﬁo?%% quog)@mag yan2-gome?2 yout Have we reached
byi2 la3 Yangon?

cop Og)@ yout byi2 Yes.

Still - 62020005 | thay3 deare2

Still have something left from the previous state.

ggeoozooos pu2 thay3 deare2 It's still hot. (still have
the heat.)
G290 pu2 thay3 la3 Is it still hot?

pu2 thay3 deare2 Yes.

Not yet - © --- 620392¢ | mal xxx thay3 bu3

Something has not happened, not ready or done yet.
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mal-yal thay3bu3  It's not ready yer.

06620108

e eloal=loVEeaE mal-yout thay3 bu3 ~ We have not reached
there yer.

o[B:c00100: mal-pyi3 thay3 bu3  It's not done yer.

0cSconions mal-lo2 thay3bu3 1 don't need it yer.

0G93 mal-pu2 thay3 bu3  It's not hot yer.

oos :q@mo: htal-min3 yal byi2  Is dinner (rice) ready?

1a3

006¢s 0qe20:00:c02:  htal-min3 mal-yal  Isn't dinner (rice)

thay3 bu3 a3 ready yet?
666203: mal-yal thay3 bu3  Not yet.
6609603 yal daul meare2 It's almost done.
51@ yal byi2 Yes.
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N
Fleplepl=lobkienk
IL
C ¢
ChplealclepplElon

GGIC)(TC)@

yan2-gome?2 yout
byi2 la3

mal-yout thay3 bu3
yout daul meare2

yout byi2

mau3 byi2 1a3
mau3 byi2

mal-mau3 thay3 bu3

lo2 thay3 1a3
lo2 thay3 deare2
mal-lo2 thay3 bu3

mal-lo2 daul bu3
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Have we reached

Yangon?

Haven't we reached

Not yet.
We are almost there.

We are there.

Are you tired already?
Yes.

Not yet.

Do you sti/l need it?
I s#i/l need it.
I don't need it yer.

I don't need it

anymore.



C

Plurals - o0

03§s

Add particle clop) | dway?2 after things and objects to make some

nouns and (non-human) pronouns plural.

ka2 yout la2 byi2 The car is here.

N Q
OP O} GGT)(YDC\)’.)@

mose0y eepmdeo§ ka3 dway2 youtla2  Cars are here. (yout

byi2 la2 = arrive.)

sl ecBeomon: da2 mal-lo2 daul You don't need this
bu3 anymore.

31608 ecxoPeoogog{: da2-dway2 mal- You don't need those
lo2 daul bu3 anymore.

Particle cop | dway?2 generally applies to all living things.

lu2 person

lu2 dway2 people
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Add Particle Of% | doh1 after personal pronouns to make plural.

03
—%r)
3,

o3

—%r)
3,

30

O o3
o o
(1) (1)

=30

kjal-nau2

kjal-nau2 dohl

kjal-mal

kjal-mal dohl

khal-mya3

khal-mya3 dohl

I (male)

We (speaker is male)

I (female)

We (speaker is female)

You (one person)

You (plural)
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thu?2 he/she

IL

thu2 dohl they

0
IiL

'380

It's optional to add cop | dway?2 after Or% | dohl.

aCypodeay khal-mya3 dohl dway2  You people

. A . . .
Add particle |03 | jal after verbs to indicate more than one person.

o sa3 Eat!

@30@ sa3 jal Eat (you guys)'
oo5f0gecS sa3 jal meare2 Let's eat. We will eat.
6660mEs000s nay2 koun3 la3 How are (you)?
65608030002 nay2 koun3 jalla3  How are (you guys)?
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N Q
9CQ2:0) §)

dlC\)’.)ﬁ

oS3l

Concern words - 6\100338

< ¢

§RS >

thwa3 jal

thwa3 jal ba2 la3

yan2-gome?2 thwa3
jal ba2 la3

khal-mya3 dohl
yan2-gome?2 thwa3
jal ba2 1a3

keare2 jal ba2

Go!

Why don't (you
guys) go?

Why don't (you
guys) go to Yangon?

Why don't you guys

go to Yangon?

Help! (please, people)

yearel la3

Show doubt or concern with those ending words.

pu2 yearel a3

hin3-yay2 pu2
yearel la3
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C N
GODI6),Q003

€0 N
SG(T{I GO’D’JG]PC\D’.)S

C N
clavieloslaKavel:

O ¢ o (W
00030 GQOD6),C00:

hote yearel 1a3

de2 ain2 hote yearel
1a3

de2 ain2 hmal hote

yearel la3

tau2 yearel 1a3

ain3-ji2 tau2 yearel
1a3

lout yearel 1a3

pike-hsun2 lout
yearel 1a3
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Are you sure? (be

correct)

Are you sure this

house is the one?

Are you certain this

one?

Does it fit?

Does the shirt fit?

Do you have enough?

Do you have enough

moneyr



Possessive - 6, | yearel

This is equivalent to apostrophe 's' to show possession like in “It's

Mike's car.”
N ah3-lone3 yearel Everyone's Telenor.
320500:36),
o o teare2-1i2-nau3 (Telenor for everyone.)
opleblavIeta

If the name of the person ends in second tone especially if the last

two words is a repeat, it is more usual to shorten it by changing the

last word of the name to the first tone and omit this word.

mi2-mi2 yearel ka3 Mi Mi's car.

co
co
,o_a) /
3
(©)

mi2-mil ka3 Mi Mi's car.

cCo
o@@

3

O

For the possessive pronoun “his” or “hers”, this word is not used in

short phrases like this.

thul ka3 his (or her) car.
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Only if you are sure - ¢ | hmal

'This word can be particle to stress on something, or conjunction

“only if”. In literary form it is a postpositional marker “from”.

Q QN .
o?ooej; (f%U)GLC\x)o

hote hmal hote

yearel 1a3

hote hmal /oar

hote hmal

leare3 loat ome3

s hote hmal

leare3 /oat jal

ome3

stresses the doubt yearel)

Do only if you are sure it's

Careful! Do it only if it is
absolutely right.

leare3 - also certain

ome3 —suggestion

Careful! Do it only if it is
absolutely right. (Warning

to more than one person.)
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G@T(Pogoz khau2 hmal Go if and only if you are
thwa3 called. (someone calls + only

then + go)

Conditional if - qé | yin2

The simple conjunction “if” or “then” is sandwiched between two

verbs. The first verb is condition. Action is called for in the second

verb.

calqCogos khau2 yin2 shwa3  Go if you are called. (call +
then + go)

aooqcc:ox): hsa2 yin2 sa3 Eat if you are hungry. (be

hungry + then + car)

6§56 C mal-shet yin2 427  Dance if you are not shy. (not

+ feel shy + then + dance)
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In that case —ac%q& | hso2-yin2

The conjunction “if” is always followed by logical “then”.

3la3qC eooc: o30egl  da2 hso2-yin2 Then, that's great!

koun3 da2 baul

303236 € 020 20050p6  de2 102 hso2-yin2  How should I proceed,

f|ocw ba2 hset loat yal then? If that is the
mal-leare3 case, what should I 4o
next?

hset = continuously

If this is the case - :31@8 | da2-pfyinl

Another colloquial “if ” word followed by logical “then”.

3']@(3@ ‘?05@ % da2-pfyinl mal-net- If this is the case, you
6026079303 pfyan2 sau3-sau3 must go early
thwa3 tOmMOrrow.
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But - 3lc0@ | da2-bay2-mearel

This is a conjunction that connects two thoughts.

koun3 deare2 da2-  Good, but expensive.

C [y N\
(~opplerioplow] 3"]GOQ°9

copTRion0s bay2-mearel zay3

kji3 deare2

qoudi slews §pdispds  yal meare2 da2-bay2- It can be done. But, it

(§
c0ov? @oeoa mearel neare3-neare3 will take a while.

daul kja2 meare2 (take a little longer.)

daul is an emphasis.

. C .
Do this first - 326)C | a-yin2
Adverb “firstly” or “first”.

3]3961&\?5 da2 a-yin2 loat Do this first.

o% saqé o0 ho2 a-yin2 thwa3 Go there first.

As a noun, it refers to the time in the past.
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a-yin2 dome3 gal in the past.

. . C .
Pre-requisite - © --- 9C | mal xxxx khin2
Do this before prior condition which has not taken place yet.

00259E0056308 mal-sa3 khin2 let ~ Wash your hands
hsay3 before eating. (not +
eat + before + hand +

wash)

English Dictionary (2011) and particle in @%eo:rao%eo% (Joo®). Itis understood to be a particle in

C . . .
the clause ©©2:9C but treated as a conjunction in a complete sentence.

Without - © - 95 | mal-xoocx beare3

Something happens unexpectedly or should not be done at all

without the first condition.
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0calod mal-khau2 He came without being

GGP(YSCDOOOOS beare3 yout la2 invited. (Not + call +
deare2 without + arrive + come
+ verb ending.)
0232 eelf3 mal-thil beare3  Don't anyhow say it.

English Dictionary (2011) and particle in @%eosao%eo§ (Joo®). It is understood to be a particle in

the clause ©c3[23 but treated as a conjunction in a complete sentence.

A sure request - 90| | khearel ba2

A request to come or to bring back something can be made using

those ending words.

030 la2 khearel ba2 | Please be sure to come
over.
05M(gs 50 mal-net-pfyan2 la2  Please be sure to come
khearel ba2 tomorrow.
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0920500030 ka3 yu2 la2 khearel | Please be sure to bring

ba2 the car.

mal-net-pfyan2 ka3 | Please be sure to bring

c[§c .
G§(’D § O’J’JoOT)LCU’J

39 yu2 la2 khearel ba2 | the car tomorrow.

(030500€ 00Scoo  Kjet-4in2 weare2 1a2 Please be sure to buy

édl khearel ba2 a barbecue chicken on

the way back.

(1a2 = come)

0§05(gé (030d0né  mal-net-pfyan2 Please be sure to buy a

IS N
005000 30l kjet-kin2 weare2 1la2  barbecue chicken on the

khearel ba2 way back tomorrow.

. Q
A promise - 9600 | khearel meare2

A promise to come or to bring back something can be made using

those ending words.
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3608 la2 khearel meare2 I will definitely come

over.
05M(gs coogend  mal-net-pfyan2 la2 I will definitely come

khearel meare2 over tOmorrow.

028 W00 P00d ka3 yu2 1a2 khearel I will definitely bring

meare2 the car.

e . mal-net-pfyan2 I will definitely bring the
.« o ka3 yu2 la2 car tomorrow.

khearel meare2 (yu2 la2 = bring + come)

HNE 005000 kjet-kin2 weare2 1a2 1 will definitely buy a
9605 khearel meare2 barbecue chicken on the
way back.
(weare2 la2 = buy + come)
0§M(§s (030donc  mal-net-pfyan2 I will definitely buy a
¢ T xQ

kjet-4in2 weare2 barbecue chicken on the

la2 khearel meare2 way back tomorrow.
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Have just done - 90005 | khearel deare2

Something was brought back, or something has just been done.

N <
®2390000

®')8(§|§8

N <
®2390000

N ¢
©2:Q0090500

sa3 khearel deare2

sa3 ba2 ome2

sa3 khearel deare2

sa3 1a2 khearel

khearel deare2

ka3 yu2 la2 khearel

deare2
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I have just eaten (back

home or somewhere.)

Won't you please eat?
I have just eaten.

I have eaten before I

came here.

chicken on the way here.

I have brought the car

along.



Experienced before - (@80’)05 | pfu3 deare2

Been there, done that, seen it. “pfu3” can also be pronounced “bu3”.

qu(,g(ﬁmug yout pfu3 deare2
DOO2ON0S sa3 bu3 deare2
Go&(l?go')os twayl bu3 deare2
oS e loat pfu3 deare2

02293000 sa3 bu3 1a3

) (I%gm(ﬁ sa3 bu3 deare2
©039:0: mal-sa3 pfu3 bu3
0oslp onigrop:  tal-khad-hmal

mal-sa3 pfu3 bu3

Page 39 | Menu

I have been there before.
I have eaten that before.
I have met (him) before.

I have done that before.

Have you eaten this

before?

Yes.
No.
Not even once.

Hmal stresses on “one

time”; not even one time.



Even (I/he/this) - 0m2¢ | doun2

Even someone or something lacks something or insufficient.

(93023
L

N
0cCO2MN GZDS:TI{S

thil bu3
thu2 doun2 mal-thil

thay3 bu3

thu2 doun2 mal-thil

mal-lout hay3 bu3
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Even he/she doesn't

doesn't know yer.

Even he/she did not

know. (It happened too

fast, etc..)

Even he/she has not

been there.

Even 50,000 is szi//

not enough.



Present Participle —G§CDOS | nay2 deare2

In the midst of doing something.

0226600 oS sa3 nay2 deare2 I am eating.

06 ®33@§0005 htal-min3 sa3 nay2 I am having my
deare2 meal (of rice.)

e (?0005 sha2 nay2 deare2 I am searching for it.

32000 gpesond  a-loat sha2 nay2 deare2 I am looking for a job.

@ g c500 oS pyin2 nay2 deare2 I am repairing it.

23(ge 680003 ka3 pyin2 nay2 deare2 I am repairing the car.

Middle of doing something - G§O?c§8

nay2 dome3

In the midst of doing something and not done yet. You should wait
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until something is done.

®336§09§3 sa3 nay2 dome3
3900030 a-khul la2 khearel ba2
sa3 nay2 dome3

®38G§0?§3

(g€es0§:0  pyin2 nay2 dome3

COos beare3 1a3

[g€es0§:0  pyin2 nay2 dome3
beare3

The continuity —e02s

I am still eating.

Please come over now.

I haven't done eating yet.

Are you still fixing it?

Yes.

hta3

This word describes the act in the past, present, or future. The act

results in the continuity of state like the door which stays open or

closed after the action.
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0d3l:805007s

o o ¢ ¢
U)é]&)O’D@DSCDOO

Qo
3n

Q?DCI)’JS

?’J@DSCDOS

C
310D COO0s

dal-ga3 pate hta3
dal-ga3 pate hta3

deare2

hsine2 pate hta3
deare2

hma2 hta3 lite

hma2 hta3 deare2

da2 kine2 hta3
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Close the door

and keep it closed.

The door has been
closed. “The door

is closed.”

The shop has been
closed. “The shop

is closed.”

Make the order first.

I've already made the

order.

Hold this.



05330500083 dal-ga3 pate hta3 Close the door

khearel before you leave.

0331:005002:30205 dal-ga3 pate hta3 I had the door closed.

khearel deare2

0%5:005000:3605 dal-ga3 pate hta3 I will have the door
khearel meare2 closed (before going
out.)

Only and exactly this - O | beare3

Constraint in choice or time. Lack of freedom to do something else.

This only and nothing else or nothing more.

N thu2 beare3 That's him! (He, exactly!)

3c00 de2 lu2 beare3 That's the man! (That
man, exactly!)

53e0 thul go2 beare3 pay3  Give it to him only.
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3l0cons da2 beare3 1a3 Only this?

\ da2 beare3 Yes.

3'] ®)

After being said what was to be said in a phone call or in a letter —

da2 ba2 beare3 That's all for now.

3l0lo

3desd da2 beare3 nau2 That's all for now, OK?

Only and just him - 205 | dtha2

This is an another word for “only”. There is a slight difference in
meaning compared to O | beare3. “Just give it to him” here could
refer to a task because he is most qualified, not because he needs it
the most such as food or money. In the second example, there is

something odd about him to be thinking that way.

2003900 GO0 thul go2 dtha2 pay3 Just give it to him.
lite

20200 C0CE§O thu2 gal dtha2 Only he is thinking
htin2 nay2 da2 that way.
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Another usage of 200 | dtha2 is in combination with 983618 | hso2

yin2 meaning “if” as in “If I were him, I would do things differently.”

q%eoo%oao a$q8 8c\°3 kjal-nau2 dtha2 I wouldn't have done

(Y
eCQROLOP: hso2-yin2 de2-/o2 like this if | were him.

mal-loat bu3

Note: Literary form of conjunction 9(0361(0: | hso2 yin2 is a(%cgjcoz | hso2 hlyin2

Want word - SZI(% | chin2

The want word is not a stand-alone verb but a verb-suffix particle

that comes after the verb.

©00:g|C0:00: mal-sa3 chin2 bu3  Don't you want to
1a3 eat?

sooigSon: mal-sa3 chin2 bu3  No.

©0:9|C 20508 mal-sa3 chin2 thay3 Not yet.
bu3

©0:9|C 6003 mal-sa3 chin2 daul Not anymore.
bu3
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C ¢
®38Q|CU)OD

C N C
ezﬂmag 925 C Q002

C ¢
®38Q|CU)OD

C
®38Q_|CCD’JG(§I

sa3 chin2 deare2 I want to eat.

khout-hsweare3 sa3 Do you want to eat

chin2 la3 noodle?
sa3 chin2 deare2 Yes.

sa3 chin2 da2 baul  Of course!

Of course - 09260 | da2 baul

Words of agreement.

N
o?oooooecg]

ogo:oooeq]
ogo:@ecooz
ogoz@moeo:l

hote da2 baul Of course!

thwa3 da2 baul Of course, we will go.
thwa3 jal mal-la3 Shall we go?
thwa3 jal da2 baul Of course.
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qoco: yal mal-la3 Can this be done?

Q0964 yal da2 baul Of course.

@é@ kjil jal thay3 da2 We will see about that.

620307960 baul (till then, I agree.)

coodeoosomoeyl  tau thay3 da2 baul  You were lucky. It was
a good thing. It could
have been worse. (still

suitable.)

quSomed yi2 da2 baul You're funny! (laughing

at your threat.)

Whatever —o020 | da2

This suffix particle changes a verb or an adjective into a noun clause.
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kjite da2 yu2

Take what you like.
kjite = to like

kjite da2 = thing that you like

(03050003 gooo  Kijite da2 yu2 Take what you like, only

nga3 htoun2 5,000.
S S 3 Somn S 8 loat chin2 da2 /oaz Do what you want (to do).
@zoooea v kJ13 da2 yway3 yu2  Choose and 7fake the blg

o ¢
a’DU)’J @@LO’JO%,

° o ¢
Q’JCDD C\?oO 8[_9[(7.)0"?0

bu3 (nya2 = to lie)
nya2 da2 lone3-wal I absolutely don't /ike
mal-kjite bu3 lies.

Q < .
Extreme degree - c000020 | lite da2

The verb or adjective is still changed into a noun, but it refers to the
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experience or encounter with something to the extreme degree.

505030507 hsa2 lite da2 I'am so hungry.
conSc8aS0ms tau?2 11teda2 You are SO good/skillful.
680507 pu2 lite da2 It's so hot.

(Also see - 0305 | lite .)

Better than expected - 002:0 | dtha3 beare3

Something turned out to be right or better than expected. It can be

pronounced either “tha3” or softer “dtha3”.

o?ogoaozc\) hote tha3 beare3 That's right! (Not what I
thought, though.)

c07520220 tau2 dtha3 beare3  Hey, he's quite good! (or) Hey,

the trousers fit!

§202:0 yal dtha3 beare3 ~ Wow, it could be done! (be
possible)
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A positive statement - 0200 | da2 beare3

2306000C:0000  thate koun3 da2 beare3  That's very good.

3leopS:09050000  da2 leare3 hote da2 That too is right!
beare3

288 de2 lo2 loat Do like this.

Q0390 yal da2 beare3 Sure, why not?

Question Words - 999 - 0 | ba2 xxx leare3

What and why 2999 | ba2 can be either pronoun or adjective. If you

just point to a noun without mentioning it, it is a pronoun.

—— ba2 leare3 What? What's the
matter?
Slomoad daZ ba2 leare3 What is thls>
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Jomeoges a2 ba2dway2 leare3  Whatare those?
3looo0230d da2 ba2 ka3 leare3 1. What model is this
carr
2. What number is this
bus?
0[G5> ba2 kjite leare3 What do you like?
3200805 ba2 hin3 kjite leare3 ~ What dish do you like?
59969603 ba2 hma2 mal-leare3 What do you want to

order?

oo 62003 ba2 hin3 hma2 mal- What dish do you
leare3 want to order?

Second ba2 is adjective because the noun hin3 (dish) follows it.

In an exception case, it sounds more like “how” in English.
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ep P C\Pf)qecf) ba2 loat yal mal- What should I do?

leare3
20D 0 61@(\) ba2 hset loat yal HOW should I proceed?
mal-leare3
Why or why didn't you ?
9(3880d ba2 ptyitlol leare3 ~ Why?
ooo@ S C\c?> ba2 pfyit o1 thwa3 Why did you go? (why +
239507903 da2 leare3 reason for going.)
ooo@ S C\c?> ba2 pfyit lol mal- Why didn't you go?
6230200005 thwa3 da2 leare3 (why + reason for not
going.)
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(3o} ba2 pfyit Io] loat da2
C\?&DDC\S leare3

(gocq ba2 pfyit lol mal-loat
GC\?SOODC\\) da2 leare3

Why is --? What's the reason?

moe@oécﬁ ba2 jounl leare3
coSeg0m hloat nay2 da2 ba2
oooe@') 5 I jounl leare3
8:0000009 mi3 mal-la2 da2
UDDG@D&\S ba2 jounl leare3

Why did you do it?

Why?
Why is it shaking?

Why is there no light?

reason for (mi3 mal-

In an exception, 990 | ba2 is not a question of “what” or “why”, but

more like “which” in English.
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:D'Jmozo%zqea\) ba2 ka3 si3 yal mal- Which bus should I take?
leare3 What (number) + vehicle
+ ride + Should 1

U)ogmozo@)zq@cﬁ beare2 ka3 si3 yal Which bus or car

mal-leare3 should I take?

In the second question, the cars or buses are in sight. The first

question can be asked even before leaving the house.

. Q
Question Words - 9005- o3 | beare2 -

leare3

Where, which, who, whose, how much, how many, when, how

questions all contain those two words.

oSS beare2 leare3 Where to?
3086503 beare2 hma2 leare3  Where is it?
roSead beare2 mal-leare3 Where is it?
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C N
CDODOg’JS@CD

0593003000

3
G
S
O
o

3
En
O
o

beare2 thwa3 mal-

leare3

beare2 thwa3 jal

mal-leare3

beare2 thwa3 mal-
lo1 leare3

beare2 hmal mal-

thwa3 bu3

beare2 thwa3 chin2

leare3

beare2 ha2 leare3

beare2 dthu?2 leare3
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Where are you going?
[ Taxi driver to

passenger ]

Where are you (guys)

going?

Where are you going?
[For example, upon

seeing changing clothes.]

Where do you want to go?

Which one?
Who?



c C N
U)Q)?G(D’JO’JC\)

cC
008 DOO§B
aSoeb)

da2 beare2 dthu2

leare3

da2 beare2-dthul
pike-hsun2-ate

leare3

beare2 lout leare3

beare2 zay3 leare3

-5 pike-hsun2 beare2

lout 102 chin2 leare3

beare2 hnal-yout

leare3

ka3 beare2 hnal-
si3 1a2 leare3

Who is this?

Whose purse is this?

How much?

How much?

How much money do

How many persons?

How many cars came?
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M05607) cwoead beare2 daul 1a2 When will you come?

mal-leare3
oooSsa:%% beare2 a-chain2 1a2 ~ What time will you come?
SNeRES mal-leare3
05683 beare2 o2 leare3 How was it? How did it
gor
30568 ogo:ecd  beare2 lo2 thwa3 How shall we go?
mal-leare3

In some exceptions, O’JOSC\% | beare2 lo2 sounds better if translated

as “what” in English.

053 beare2 lo2 loatjal ~ What should we do now?

N

C
cgo@eco mal-leare3

Question Word - 023 | dome3

This ending word is sometimes used in place of oS | leare3.
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beare2 dome3 Where to?

570058 ba2 dome3 What?
505305 beare2 lo2 dome3  How did it go?

May this happen - olco | ba2 zay2

A wish and letting things happen.

o:leo sa3 ba2 zay2 Let him eat.

oseooleor  kjan3-ma2 ba2 zay2 ~ May you be healthy, find
%égwgd}@@ chan3-dtha2 ba2 zay2 peace and happiness.

sate-chan3-dtha2 = mind

to be wealthy = happy

c @6]@0)@009 nay2 ba2 zay2 daul Never mind. Let it be.
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Please let me - (3]61@@ | bal-yal zay2

A permission is requested.

agozc;lqeo) thwa3 bal-yal zay2  Please let me go.

Please release me.

Unexpected - Olcons | ba2 1a3

A wow factor, or something unexpected is encountered. Sometimes

a challenge is called for.

l
oS oS laoss teare2 hote ba2 1a3  Wow!

o0Seod0loons  teare2 tau2 ba2 1a3 Wow! You're so good!

(be clever, be skillful)
56So0lon: teare2 hlal ba2 [a3  Wow! You're so pretty!
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sun3-kjil ba2 1a3

mal-yone2 yin2
sun3-kjil ba2 a3

khal-mya3 mal-

yone2 yin2 sun3-
kjil ba2 la3

thut-til shil yin2

sun3-kjil ba2 1a3

s de2 lo2 loat kjil

ba2 la3

1a3
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Why don't you try and

seer

If [you] don't believe
me, why don't you try

and see?

If you don't believe me,
why don't you try and

seer

don't you try and see?

Why don't you try doing
like this?

How come I can't do

that?



. Y ¢ .o
Look- try and see - with care - [0320 | kjil
As a verb, it simply means to look with eyes.

O’%?D@ [3_3 ho2 hma?2 kjil LL.ook over there!

@ p_Squg:) g kjil yal oun2 Let's have a look!

It can be used as a verb-suffix particle to mean try and see.

®33@p_§(§](\)oz sa3 kjil ba2 la3 Why don't you try eating

(taste) it ?

e[ (0305 pyau3 kjil Why don't you talk to him

and see?

If this word comes before the verb, it is an adverb meaning with care

or tactfully.

@&56@3 kjil pyau3 Be careful with what you say.
(Tactfully say it.)
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. . . . Q
Experience or asking for intention - o3| lo1

This word can have several meanings. It can be a verb-suffix particle
to describe a person's experience when doing something. It can be
equivalent to “as” or “as regard to” in English. It can also be used in

questions asking for reasons.

1. A person experiences something when doing something.

Q
C\?O

Co
5
>
Y
—_
o
&
r—r
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o
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=
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o
o
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(@)
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(@)
)
P_
(—f
(@]
o

o

—

that?

c[gocd eqop:  pyau3 lol malyalbu3  It's hard to say.

(unpredictable.)
Can't tell the child. (He

won't listen.)
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02209 sa3 lol koun3 deare2  It's delicious!

sa3 koun3 = delicious

@éC\OP oqop:  kjil lol mal-yal bu3 1. Can't stand him. (find

him unacceptable.)

2. TV is broken.

kjil = to watch or to look

2. English equivalent of “as” or “as regard to this”.

3l 0050323 da2 set-bain3 lol ~ This is called 'bicycle'.

calon0d khau2 deare2 (named as bicycle.)

c[goed vadzon:  pyau3 lol mal- He can't finish talking (As
hsone3 bu3 for the way he speaks, he

can't stop bragging,

blaming, etc..)

OOSQCP) mal-shil bu3 lol 7e// him I am not in.
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3. Questions asking for reasons.

o0(gocded ba2 ptyitlol leare3 ~ Why? What's the reason?
What happened?
20908 cvd ba2 ptyit lol /oar da2  Why did you 4o it?

N

00200

929903 eoo: ba2 pfyitlol mal- ~ Why didn't you eas?

N

SRS sa3 da2 leare3

Multiple meanings - C\?)(TS | lite

1. Used as a verb-suffix particle to give a green light or go ahead to

do something.

o)aza%orc)qemoz sa3 lite yal mal-la3  Can I finish (eat) what's

left?
0920305 sa3 lite Go ahead (eat it all).
2023056 pay3 lite ba2 Just give it (to him).
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2. It can be a verb-suffix particle to indicate something did or did

not happen.

@ £ 80Scon myin2 lite 1a3 Did you sce that?
@ g C\OP Sonid myin2 lite deare2 I saw it.

@@ g C\% 05:7'{3 mal-myin2 lite bu3 I didn't see.

3.1t can be an emphasis “so much”. (Also see 30500 | lite da2.)

o SoSomo hlal lite da2 So beautiful!
265865055 ike lite da2 It's too stuffy! (feel warm)

4.1t can be a verb to follow, to come along, or to chase after.

3059600002 lite khearel yal Do you want me to follow
mal-la3 you?
3053 lite khearel OK.

5.1t can be a noun in this common word.

Page 66 | Menu




lite pweare3 Extra dish for second

Qo
3n
oCv

helping.

6. It can be used as a verb meaning compatible or pleasing to the

eyes.

N ain3-1i2 a- 2 White shirt goes well
w0 293 ji2 a-ptyu &

c o o ~ nearel boun3-be2 a- with brown trousers.
Seppletiesfcriov
nyo2 nearel lite

deare2

o_¢ ¢
C\PO’JOOOO

. Q
Let's do something - ¢ | zo1

This word tells others that it's about time to do something. There is

nothing new about the activity which is routine. 5 | jal is a plural

form to do that activity together, but sometimes it is omitted.

/0 sa3 jal zol Let's eat. It's about time.
®oo@%
3893@5§, thwa3 jal zol Let's go. It's about time.
3833‘% thwa3 zol Let's go. It's about time.
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Let's try something - qe:?a:)c% | yal oun2

This word is slightly different from o% | zo1 meaning let's. It's
usually trying something new like taking a new road, trying out a
new way of doing something, or doing something that has not been

done for a while, like visiting family in an another town.

080308 qa308 sun3 kjil yal oun2  Let's try this.

Possibility or Possession - §) | yal

The first meaning is to get or to have something.
D026 C0D: be2-ya2 yal mal-la3 Can I have beer?
Do you have beer?

opieonS 881 kjal-nau2 main3-mal  I've got married. (Lit:

al thwa3 byi2 I have got a woman.)
opl D ;

If there is a verb in front, it is a verb-suffix particle on whether

something can or needs to be done or not.

Page 68 | Menu




0226606 ka3 mal-yut yal No parking. (To park
a car is not allowed.)

coorggao% 005 let-hmut weare2 yal You need to buy a

c
floo meare?2 ticket.

e
In order to - ¢320C | oun2

This conjunction missing in English connects action to desired

result.
@5@3995096 pfyit oun2 loat Make (so that) it happens!
39@08@@ ¢3¢  a-hsin2-pyay2 Please help to make (so
p660z0l oun?2 loat pay3 that) everything goes

ba2 smoothly.

He says xooox —o7 | dearel

This word can have two meanings. The first usage is to relay a

message.
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(5000) 005 nga3-htoun2 pay3 A. T will give 5,000.

meare2
200006(goed thu2 ba2 pyau3 leare3  B. Whar did he say?
{5000) 00503  nga3-htoun2 pay3 C. He said he will
meare?2 dearel give 5,000.

The second usage means “that which is” or “he who is”.

aSopcumdeo0l /02 dearel 1u2 go2 Give it to someone

pay3 ba2 who needs it.

What are you waiting for? - oo | lay2
A simple one word after the verb urges for action.

2325600 thwa3 lay2 Go! What are you waiting for?

e~ e) sa3 lay2 Eat! What are you waiting for?

Don't you know? Are you dumb or something?
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;osomodeco  hote deare2 lay2  Yes, don't you know?

c[epplten de2 ha2 lay2 This is the one, don't you

know?

QC
Very - 250 | thate

» « » « »

This adverb is a useful intensifier equivalent to “very”, “so”, “too”.

c§2300e000Con:  nay2 thate mal-koun3 T am not feeling very
bu3 well.

2386800620502 thate mal-hsa2 thay3 I am not too hungry
bu3 yet.

88000700 thate hlal da2 beare3  It's so beautiful!

Can /possible/ capable - %gs | nine2

As a verb itself, this word means to win.

@%WJ%E@ myan2-ma2 nine2 byi2 ~ Myanmar Won!
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Another meaning is to be able to manage or carry the load or

workload either physically, mentally, or financially.

86,0002 nine2 yearel la3 Can you carry it? Is it

too heavy for you?

When used as a verb-suffix word, it can mean “can”, “may”, or

“possible”.
290888 thwa3 nine2 byi2 You may go.
fézeop%éoocﬁ mo3 ywa2 nine2 deare2 It may rain.

(Rain is possible.)

nine2 dthay3

. . Oo¢C
Still possible - &Ce203
Verb is followed by particles for possible and still.

9 &CE20:0005 yal nine2 dthay3 deare2 It can sti// be done.

(g08Ceo0:0n0S  piyit nine2 dthay3 deare2 It is still possible.
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. ocC
No longer possible © -- &C600290¢ | mal
xxxx nine2 daul bu3
The possibility is negated by © -- 992 | mal xocx bu3
06 &Ee0mpo: mal-yal nine2 daul It can't be done
bu3 anymore. Can't get

o[go8E 0o mal-pfyit nine2 It's no longer
daul bu3 possible. It can no
longer happen.
002:8CE00P0 mal-sa3 nine2 daul Tam full. T can't eat
bu3 anymore.

Do something first - §§ | hninl

Do something ahead of others.
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ogoisCeecon:  thwa3 hninl yal Do you want me to go

mal-la3 first? Should I go first?
290 §8 thwa3 hninl Yes, go ahead.
02:4¢ sa3 hninl Eat first. (Have the meal by

yourself. Don't want for

us.)

Location indicator in/on/at - ©2 | hma2

Prepositions in/on/at in English that come before the location word
can be represented by this postpositional marker in Burmese that

goes after the location word.

@52:39@3 min3 a-khul beare2 hma2 Where are you at now?
C N

Sl C leare3

C\)ézo&s?o lun3 htate hma2 I'm at the street corner.

(htate = top)
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9pe{=ob) ka3-thaul beare2 hma2  Where is the car key?

C N
S leare3

95205 ¢ ka3 hteare3 hma2 It's in the car.

o22geoleo  zal-bweare3 pau2 hma2  It's on the table.

) .
563200560 khone2 out hma2 It's under the seat/chair.
Unlike in English, 0 | hteare3 meaning “in”, 0l | pau2 meaning
“on”and 32205 | out meaning “under” must still be followed by ¢

« »

| hma2 meaning “at”.

Skill and Knowledge - 0005 | tut

This word by itself is a verb meaning “know how to” or “be able to”,

but it mostly appears as a verb-suffix after the verb such as “swim”.

02 GeoCs 0005c2s ka3 moun3 tut1la3 Do you know how to

drive a car?

C Y Q .
con&onoS o moun3 tut deare2 Yes

C c - .
PP TP P mal-moun3 tut bu3d No
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Has done the act of - 3323

thwa3

Usually, this word is a verb meaning to go. It can be used as a verb-

suffix particle to indicate that the act was done not long ago.

03op(03: (9898245

egmq&: ﬂésogozooos

ooo?oogo:cﬁ

:D:)g;:)ogozeoazcﬁ

ho2 Tu2-ji3 pyan2

ngway2-sal-yin3
shin3 thwa3 deare2

ba2 hma2 thwa3

leare3

ba2 hma2 thwa3
thay3 leare3
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money account.

Did he leave any
word? What

reminded?

What else did he say?

What else reminded?



©§C:akk qRre000s monel-hin3-ga3 Do you still have
yal ome3 mal-la3  monel-hin3- ga3 7
[Can I still have?]

0@@3803@ kone2 thwa3 byi2 No more. (kone2=

run out; sold out.)

From where or the subject is - 00 | gal

This postpositional marker after the noun or question pronoun is

used to describe or ask for the source “from”.
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05 (g§c0oed beare2 gal pyan2 1a2  Where did you

leare3 come back from?
(greeting)
Q00 @%cuo 0220008 yone3 gal pyan2 la2  Did you come back

da2 1a3 from the office?

gz (§§c0o 0200 zay3 gal pyan21a2  Ijust came back
da2 ba2 from the market.

It can be used to clarify the subject who acts something.

GreR0n 30385 ho2 1u2 gal pike-  That man gives the
c0:3050003 hsun2 pay3 lite money.
deare2
GBogon o8ypiod o2 lu gal Apal- That man gives
0338 e0safado00) mya3 go2 pike- you the money.
hsun2 pay3 lite (gives money #o you.)
deare2
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To - | 202

This postpositional marker after the noun can be a person, an object,

or any living thing. If it is used after a place, it means destination

« »

to

3 c;ogoo:)o% (chS?D de2 thit-ta2 go2 ho2 Put this suitcase down

|03 hma2 chal hta3 over there. (Action is

done 70 the suitcase.)

¢ ho2lu2 go2 da2 pay3 Give this to that man.

(fC?)C\I?()’O_L) 3’] (NOH C\CLS(D ..........................................
lite
Q50§03 053(5s yan2-gome2 go2 We will be at Yangon
sepodecs mal-net-pfyan2 yout tomorrow.
meare2 (70 Yangon + tomorrow

+ will reach)

. . Q .
Direction to or from a person - 30 | hsi2

In spoken language, oo | gal is used to describe coming from a place,

« .

Q : : .
but 0 | go2 meaning “to” is not used to describe the act of going to
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a place.

eﬁm % on Gep Scon 055 yan2-gome?2 gal (He) came from

yout la2 da2 Yangon.

da2 converts verb to
noun clause: “it's the

case that...”
0§0§030:003 yan2-gome2 thwa3 I am going to
meare2 Yangon.

To say from or to in the direction of a person, B | hsi2 is added.

c3l0aB 600D dau2 pul hsi2 gal I got this from Daw
yal la2 da2 Pu.
2058090 thul hsi2 thwa3 Go to him.

Do something for someone - cOs

pay3
pay3 means to give. When this word is used as a suffix word after an

another verb, it becomes a particle meaning to do something for
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someone, or on the behalf of someone.

8@0105 caleosol de2 nun2-but khau2 Please call this

da2 theare2 pay3 ba2 Please help me carry

alo0oSe0z0|
this.

dine3

This noun-suffix particle is pronounced dine3 and it means “every”.

o ¢
Every - oo¢C:

When used as “region” in the country, it is pronounced “tine3” such

as Yangon Region.

6§OCs DCECOOS nayl-dine3 hsine2 ~ The shop opens every
pfwinl deare2 day.
0C03Cs ua(gpod hsine2-dine3 Every shop is full of

[u2 a-pyayl beare3  people. (is fully

occupied.)
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ain2-dine3 /o2-/02 Each and every house
o o TV shil jal deare2  alikehasaT'V.

8coalaopeunods  de2 bay2-din2 hsal-  This fortune teller is
eﬁooos ya2 hau3 dine3 right every time he

hmun2 deare2 makes a prediction.

. C .
Without a care or concern —00 | pyit

As a verb, it could mean a few things: to shoot, to throw away or to
abandon. When used as a verb-suffix, it calls for action without

thinking or worrying too much.

09:0808605 sa3 pyit lite Fat it all!
0508305 pfyet pyit lite Destroy it (or)
Delete it.
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Mistakenly or by chance - & | mil

As a verb, it means be caught, get caught or to catch (a cold). Asa
verb-suffix particle, the word is usually associated with regret or
worry after the action. The action could also be casual and by chance

without regret.

oQ ¢ ate-khan3 thaul Have you by chance seen
BOaseeooy T T T

Q twayl mil dthal-  the bedroom key?
GUO)OQ 0 014 © 0 - INNRILLELECTIE CERTR R

1a3
G03500: 8(\% hsay3 hma3sa3m11 because I've _'F_Z_lk?_l} the
lo1 (wrong) medicine by

hma3 = make a mistake

sal = eat

Seldom - 5 | kheare3

Infrequent activity.
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6,00 5g2:30005  myol-hteare3 thwa3 I seldom go to downtown.

kheare3 deare2

myol = town; city

hteare3 = inside

leare3

Also / too —6\)[3_53

This “also” or “too” word is not often used in questions.

c o ¢ kjal-nau2 leare3 [ want to come along,
oA Iteplavto s N e e
o ox  © [ite khearel meare2 too
QSodecd T e
S]Q)P_S 0560S da2 leare3 yu2 meare2 I will take this also.

Also —000 | gau3

This “also” or “too” word is more often used in questions. When used

in a statement, it usually refers to more than one item.
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Q 9 cg, khal-mya3 gau3 lite Do you want to come
9CYPEOND QOO Q.

ome3 mal-la3 along with us too ?
@mgg --------

da2-gau3 da2-gau3 I will take this and

sleond zleono
yu2 meare2 this.

¢
QR@OO

pyi3

It is a verb to mean “completed”, “done”, or “finished”.

Completion of action - [§8

[§g[§ o pyi3 byi2 la3 Done?

@g@ pyi3 byi2 Yes.

It can be a verb suffix particle used as post event or action.

006 E200%(Gs(G oo htal-min3 sa3 pyi3 ~ Have you eaten

byi2 1a3 (rice)?

It can also be a conjunction that connects two actions in sequence

immediately one after another.
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06 6E0PYP lun3 thay2-dthay2  Cross the road after
@&%@% cha2-ja2 kjil pyi3 thoroughly checking
ku3 the traffic.

kjil = to look

yin3

. e o c
Simultaneous activities - §)Cs

This is a conjunction word used to describe two actions that are

being performed at the same time.

ca g S: 3q&s3 yay2-cho3 yin3 He is singing while
< thal-chin3-hso2 taking a bath.
G§ODWO
nay2 deare2

dome3

Something happens while - O’B%

. . . . . . . . C .
This is also a conjunction “while”. Unlike the conjunction N[ex yin3

which means doing something while doing something else,

. . <
conjunction 0D §s

something occurs.
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N sa3 nay2 dome3 Visitor came while I was
0DCHOPS: e
e o ¢  earel-dtheare2 yout eating,
@@wg qu(y) ............. )
c la2 deare2 [I was still eating when the
QODON0)

visitor came. ]

dome3 itself is a

: Q
Without the second clause to connect, 07§:

particle meaning “still”.

®DSG§UQ$S ....................

C |-
Because - G@Dg | joun1

The reason or the cause points to someone or something. The word

itself is not a reason. It is like an arrow that points to a reason.

o0e(030¢ed ba2 jounl leare3 Why? What's the

reason? What — () ?
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ale(ogocod: da2 jounl go3 , that's why. I see now!

, that — I seel!

Becoming - coo | 1a2

As a verb this word means to come. As a verb suffix particle, it
means something starts to happen. After the adjective, it means

becoming something.

8:9p000(5 mo3 ywa2 la2 byi2 It starts to rain.
c§0000(g nay2 pu2 la2 byi2 The sun is getting hot.

nay2 = the sun
epl=lav=lop! khal-lay3 dway2 kji3 ~ Kids are growing big.
(300§ 1a2byi2
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0]
As -0 | lo2
The word C\CLS | 102 as a verb is associated with the need or want as in

C\%Sdcc: | 102 chin2.

hseare2 mal-nit lout 8¢/ needs about 10

~Co

(:)0)8@03@@:)(73

o lo2 thay3 deare2 minutes.
G000

As a noun or pronoun suffix particle, it means “as” something.

3l [g§6203 omesled da2 myan2-ma2lo2  What do you call

ba2 khau2 leare3 this in Burmese?

de2 lo2 loat Do like this.

@ Q_ _¢
SO

Something like - C\%C\% | 102-102

The particle C\OP | 102 can be doubled up to show similarity.

ooqorc)o)o 3cd  tal-yoat sa2 lo2-lo2 It's like Chinese or
Ql‘@m C\%C\% jal-pan2 sa2 lo2-lo2 Japanese word.
beare3
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ho2 lo2-102 de2 lo2- Don't try to fool me by
lo2 mal-loat nearel giving different excuses.

(doing like 7475 and that.)

Same - 0D | tu2

To be the same is stronger and more definite in showing similarity.

:ea§\<533 Gazjzoooocf) de2 hnal-khul zay3 Those two items cost

L e

tu2 deare2 the same.

N

a-yweare2 tu2 deare2 They are the same size.

¢
32 ODO'I?O')OD

le}

326202070000 a-yal-dtha2 tu2 deare2 They have the same

taste.
320707 S a-tu2-du2 beare3 They are the same,
. ocC .
Exactly like - 3200Cs | a-tine3

This word is a particle if comparing two nouns and postpositional
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marker if used to show compliance. Comparison is subjective and

not in terms of exact numbers.

oo0:0 360 303¢0  tha3 gal a-pfay2a-  The son is exactly like
tine3 beare3 father.
c[goo3=03¢: codol  pyau3 dearel a-tine3  Please oo exactly
loat ba2 what I say. (exact
compliance)

ni3-ba3

Almost / nearly - gscﬂs

This word and another word $z$:

)
§8

refers to vicinity.

ni3-ni3 have the same meaning.

ni3 means to be near or close by. $8$:§98§08 ni3-ni3 na3-na3

o Q de2 lu2 a-yut chout  That man is

300 360 (6)e0s ol

PR pay2 ni3-ba3 shil almost 6 feet tall.
leales

deare2 (a-yut = height)
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na3

Near- gk

As a noun, it means an ear. The particle §22 | na3 following a noun

or a pronoun is a short spoken form of 32§2:¢ | a-na3 meaning

vicinity.

8@:93 36207 ﬁmvz de2 na3 hma2 ain2- Is there a toilet

dtha2 shil la3 around here?

Q Q..
Exact amount —050% | til-del

Measurement for quantity, short length, time, weight and volume.

() @980809@1@ lay3 na2-yi2 til-del It's exactly 4 O' clock.
shil byi2
(5)85005 030380508 dal-bate-tha2 til-  It's exactly 1 Viss.
del shil deare2 (equivalent to 3.6
Ib or 1.6 kg)

“Chicken”.
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Perfect fit - 090608 | kwet-til

This is a popular expression which means exact fit, exact timing, or

perfect execution of plan.
%R 5633 kwet-til beare3 Perfect!

. C
Just right - 326§c005 | a-nay2-dau2

The taste is just right: not too salty, not too sweet. The sweater fits
nicely: not too tight, not too loose. Air-conditioner setting is perfect:

not too cold, not too warm. It tastes, looks, or feels just right.

39@§ng5 a-nay2-dau2 beare3  Just right!

More than - 0005 | htet

In the literary Myanmar language, this word is a conjunction that
connects two nouns in comparison where the first noun is more in

degree than the second. In spoken form, the first noun can be
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omitted if it is the subject of the conversation.

@ OC¢C O OC C
BBCOD VCOOD o e gt MEe SRS S Y e
L L L .
o o o hsine2 htet P02 than zhat shop.
Geooocionwd e
koun3 deare2

0 0c ¢ ho2 hsine2 htet (This shop is) better
wsocoood T A R
o < < Po2 koun3 deare2 than that shop.
(L)G(Dgcgmw ........................

Over - G(T{I'S | kjau2

This word is not for comparing two similar items. It is used to say
something or someone is over and exceeds a number that can be

measured such as weight, length, or height.

39616(8)606(7_“8 n0S a-yut chout pay2 He is over 6 feet.

kjau2 deare2 a-yut = height

Approximately - o200 | lout

As a verb it means to be enough or sufficient. This word can also be
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used for comparing two similar items as well as for rough estimation

of numbers.

wo

L IL

c

o

wo

9] N
C\I)LU?C\RGC\)D(T)

<
Qo

o
3

o N
QW) (J?C\)GC\)O(Y)

de2 1u2 ho2 1u2 lout  'T'his man is not as fat as

mal-wal bu3 that man.
wal = fat; plump.
de2 lu2 /o2 1u2 lout  This man is as fat as

wal deare2 that man.

nga3 mine2 lout It's about 5 miles away.
way3 deare2
way3 = be far

Until - 3200 | a-htil

This postpositional marker comes right after the distance, time or

place.

O~
@é@(\)g 32000

38’32605

mun3-dal-lay3 a-  (This bus) will go only
htil beare3 thwa3  until Mandalay.

meare2
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lay3 na2-yi2 a-htil ~ We will work only till 4 O'

beare3 loat meare2  clock.

33630 QOP(TSEDL% ain2 a-htil lite pol  Please accompany or take

c0:0] pay3 ba2 me to my house. Please
come along with me till
the house (sometimes to

help deliver items.)

It can also be used as a conjunction to connect two verbs.

mgg@é@gcy:) ka3 pyin2 pyi3 I will wait till car repair is

o o o dearel a-htil sounl done.
3200 COICHVD

meare2 dearel refers to the time
that repair is done.

For - :390806 | a-twet

For someone or something is this word. As a postpositional marker,

it comes right after someone or something, not before like in

English.
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sloo seco @035 da2 gal a-pfay2 a-rwer  This is for father.

min3 a-twet ba2 weare2 I bought this for you
la2 khearel deare2 also.

C C C
6C:309050] 00500d
N\ ¢
90000
050598 wogod  mal-net-pfyan2 a-twet What about for

cO% gaul tomorrow?

For - 83, | pfol (bol)

If this word follows a person (noun or pronoun), it is a postpositional
. . . C
marker meaning for someone in the same sense as in 320300 | a-

twet.

da2 min3 bol This is for you.

3’198383, ......................

If this word follows a verb, it is a particle that converts the verb to
the noun clause where the reference noun is for the purpose of

something.
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:D:)C\P&écf) ba2 loat pfol leare3  What purpose? (VWhat is the
purpose of this thing?)

cO:® pay3 bol This is the thing to give
someone.

bu3 you are preparing to give is

not necessary.)

In longer phrases, it can also be used as a conjunction where in order

to achieve a particular result, an action is done (or urged.)

Desired result + 83 | pfol + action + (should do).

Dare to - § | yeare3

The word 6\1 | yeare3 as a noun refers to police. As a verb, it means to
be brave and daring. It can appear after an another verb as a suffix

particle to say having the courage to speak, do, go, etc..
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oC: dewn0dorpd:  min3 tal-yout-hteare3 Do you dare to go

38335\10)33 thwa3 yeare3 la3 alone?

Stay behind / left behind - 0| yit

To be left behind or to stay behind.

c5603 nay?2 yit khearel Stay here (while we go).
Omdsda0d msq®  pike-hsun2 ate I think I left behind
3( kjan2-yit khearel the purse! (upon
byi2 discovering that it was
missing.)

Fully satisfied - o | wal

As an adjective, it describes being fat or plump.

de2 khal-lay3 a-tau2  This child is so fat!
wal da2 beare3

Q c
clopl=lavpcri~lon )

N
00020

It can be a verb to mean having a full stomach, have a good night
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sleep, or to be fully satisfied with whatever one does

©9:0306,000: sa3 lol wal yearel Are you full? Is your
la3 stomach filled?

3306606, 000: ate-yay3 wal yearel  Did you sleep well?
1a3

Q .
Me2:0) ©0620:03s gal-za3 lol mal-wal Iam not done with

thay3 bu3 playing.

330668 ©00: ate-yay3 mal-wal I did not sleep well.
bu3
wal thwa3 byi2 I 'am full (or fully

Q
03833[9
satisfied.)

Each - ® | si2

This “each” word is for number of items that is received or given

away.
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Q ¢ _c g tal-youthnal-khul  Each person will get
ODOGLIDM OO

61@05 si2 yal meare2 two each. (1 person + 2

items + each + will get.)

Use C\PLO% 2 | lu2 dine3 if each and every person does something.

C
C
(Refer to Every - or%cc:: dine3)

All - C\P

The word 39:)80?8 | ah3-lone3 means “all”, “everything”. The second

lone3

syllable of this word C\P

lone3 can be used as a suffix particle to
mean “entire” or “one whole” place, office, school, village, town, city,

country, etc..

mé@p‘?g tal-myol lone3 the whole town (one +
town + all)
oaogg)c\? tal-ywa2 lone3 the whole village (one

‘The word can also be applied to time duration in a similar way to

mean “all” day, week, month, year, etc..
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ooc%eyrgmz tal-mal-net lone3 the whole morning

(one + morning + all)

It can be used with numbers and measure words (numerical

classifiers).
0098 @—83(\"?: ka3 chout si3 lone3 all six cars. (cars + six
+ numerical classifier
+ all)
2008 9-ew0005ad:  tha3 thone3 yout all three sons. (sons +
lone3 three + numerical

classifier + all)

A slight variation is the word ODC\"PS sal-lone3 with the same

meaning.
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3-@00305 008
L

S-Gwoo% >Ya SR
L

cald

khau2 khearel

All five people. (five

+ numerical classifier

Be sure to bring all five

people.

Earlier time —Of?%m | dome3-gal

This is a time expression referring to the earlier time. It can be used

in the question as well as in the answer.

c c N
CDOOO?«?SO’DC\D

¢
000 Hep)

-3
-2

o

QoD &8’38

eq?cf)(oo)@oeﬁ

N <
cQO2(D O?@S(D

beare2 dome3-gal

leare3

beare2 dome3-gal
122 thwa3 leare3

mal-net Aseare2 na2-

yi2 lout dome3-gal

Page 103 | Menu

When was that?

When did he come
(and left)?

It was around 70 in

[na2-yi2 = clock.]



m(ﬁoﬁgm beare2 dome3-gal  Since when did (you) come?
GPOIG§ 02005 yout nay2 da2 leare3

yout = arrive

nay2 = suffix: stay or

remain in the place.

da2 converts verb to noun

clause: “it's the case that”.

Since that time - moop_gzm | gal-deare3-
gal

Although the word O?‘%OO | dome3-gal can be used to ask “when”
question, use this word to answer “since” the earlier time till now. It

stresses the fact that the stretch of waiting time, etc. is quite long.

%06(00)@?1 mal-net Aseare2 ~ Since 10 in the morning.
CO .
(OO na2-yi2 gal- na2-yi2 = o'clock.
deare3-gal
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If the person asking the question has some idea that the time is quite

long, use this word.

Q Q beare2 gal-deare3-gal Since when have you
ealévlebloptovtion

cepa56§003 yout nay2 da2 been here?
leare3 yout = arrive
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Tone Reference Table

ah1l “a” in “art” with silent “rt”
ah2 “ar” in “Argentina” with silent “¢”
ah3 “ar” in “Artist” with silent “r”
del “de” in “deep” with silent “p”
de2 “de” as in “demote”; “demand”
de3 “dee” as in “deer”: “decent”

)
kol “colt” with silent “It”
ko2 as in “co-author”: “cocaine”

)
ko3 “cold” wit silent “1d”
yul “u”in “Youth” with silent “th”
yu2 “u” as in “university”; “utensil”
yu3 “u” as in “user”; “Unix”
shunl as in “shunt” with silent “t”
shun2 “shun” as in “chandelier”
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Shun3

aul
au2
au3
may1
may2
may3
sinl
sin2
sin3
unl
un2
un3
meare]
meare2

meare3

as in “shun”
. (44 . »
as in “auction
as in “Australia”; “auditor”
as in “August”
“maize” with silent “ze”
“may” as in “May I?”
¢« )) . ¢« . y»
ay” in “amazing
“sink” with silent “k”
({9 » . (3R] )
sin” as in “sincerely
€ o » . () » . »
sin” as in “sinful”; “Singapore
“aunt” with silent “t”
“un” in “understanding”; “untie”
[44 » ] ¢« »
un’ as in “under
“melt” with silent “1t”
“mel” in “Melbourne” with silent “1”

“mare” of “nightmare”
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tainl “taint” with silent “t”

tain2 “tain” as in “Captain”
tain3 “tain” as in “maintain”
binel “Bryant” without “r”
bine2 as in “carbine”

bine3 as in “combine”

domel as in “don't”
dome2 as in “domain”

dome3 as in “dome”

toonl1 “doont” in “couldn't”

(44 )) . (44 »
toon2 mon’ in “monastery
toon3 “oon” as in “cartoon”
kounl “count” with silent “t”
koun2 “coun’ in “counter-strike”
koun3 “coun” as in “counsel”
ate cake, jade, eight, paid, bake
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et

oot
out
ike/ite
ut

oat

it

wet, set, mad, yet

cook, put, look

out, south, mouse, doubt
sight, pipe, night, dice, like
up, nut, sucks

oat, coat, goat, soak

it, pit, sit
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Revision History

A 2017-05-02
B  2017-10-11
C  2018-08-22
D 2019-08-31

Original Release

Added 5 more words: %}l ((.)Lgl (\?:I O?§ZOOI ooooézoo with 22 new
table rows. Pages increased from 92 to 102 with minor corrections

and improvements.

:39618 | a-yin2 added. Romanization of “down2”corrected to
“doun2” to be consistent. 61639:)8 is corrected as post-positional
marker. Minor improvements in navigation, format and
explanations made. Pages increased from 102 to 105. Fixed a

) ) o
minor color coding error 23600s

Improvements in Romanization are made to be closer to the
spoken words and also to code the sliding short words better.
Previously 'yah1', and 'gah1’ with extra 'h' were used to
differentiate from sliding 'yal' and 'gal'. The dash symbol '-'is
now used to represent the sliding short tones and extra 'h' is
removed. Words like GC\%UR% is now written as 'mal-lo2 bu3' with
dash symbol instead of 'mal lo2 bu3'. Non-sliding words like ©®
is now written as 'mal zal' without the need for extra 'h' like
'mah1 za'. Words like U?OSOO’.)GQ:] is now closer to spoken sound
'hote da2 baul' instead of 'hote ta2 paul'. Options are given for
words like (03 as either 'pfol' or 'bol'. Improvements are reflected

in full-fledged Myanmar English Dictionary now available on the

website.
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E

2021-01-17

Completely reformatted with OpenOffice® 4. Changed both
Myanmar and English font types. Font colors slightly changed.
Cover page changed. Added 3l | da2, 293393 | de2 hma2 and
396§GO')’3 | a-nay2-dau2. Pronouns and eco|lay2 expended.
Several minor improvements in explanations made. Converted to
PDF with side pane menu for Adobe PDF reader. Total pages

increased to 112 plus cover page.
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